Name  _______________________________________________________

Romeo and Juliet, Act 1

Zeffirelli Film

As you watch the first act, answer the following questions about the film version of the play.  Some questions ask you to comment on the how the film is made/choices/acting/etc.  Other questions ask for your understanding of the plot as you watch.  We’ve only read part of this act, so some of it you will be hearing for the first time.  I’ve starred the questions that are more reaction to the film—make sure you have answered these. Do your best to understand and answer the questions about what is going on.  
Scene 1

1. ***How does Zeffirelli set the tone and mood of the film?  Describe what you see and hear at the beginning.  
2. ***What colors do the Capulets wear in the film?

3. ***What colors do the Montagues wear in the film?

4. ***What starts the actual physical fighting in the marketplace (in the film—it’s different than what we read)?

5. ***How do we know that Zeffirelli has chosen to view the entire play seriously?
6. ***Rate the opening fight on a scale of 1-10.  10 would be the best representation of this scene and 1 would be that you couldn’t tell it was supposed to be that scene.  Explain your rating.
7.  What is Romeo doing while the brawl is on?
8. What does Benvolio do for the Montagues?
9. ***What are your first impressions of Romeo as portrayed in the film?  In other words, comment on the actor/acting you’ve seen.  What is the director trying to bring out about Romeo?
10. Why is Romeo depressed?
11. What is Romeo’s reaction to seeing the wounded carried away?
Scene 2
12. Why is Paris at Capulet’s house?
13. What does Capulet think?
14. ***Do you think that Capulet and Lady Capulet have a happy marriage?  Why or why not?  (Watch for clues in the film)
Scene 3

15. What does Lady Capulet tell Juliet?
16.  How old is Juliet?
17. ***What can you tell about the relationship between the Nurse and Juliet by seeing how it is portrayed?  
18. What is Juliet’s reaction to getting married?
19. ***What are your first impressions of Juliet as portrayed in the film? In other words, comment on the actor/acting you’ve seen.  What is the director trying to bring out about Juliet?
20. ***What are your first impressions of the Nurse as portrayed in the film?  In other words, comment on the actor/acting you’ve seen.  What is the director trying to bring out about Nurse?
Scene 4
21.  Why is Romeo reluctant to crash Capulet’s party?  (He had a _________________________).
22.  What is Mercutio’s response?
23. ***What happens while Mercutio speaks of Queen Mab?
24. ***What are your first impressions of Mercutio as portrayed in the film?  In other words, comment on the actor/acting you’ve seen.  What is the director trying to bring out about Mercutio?
Scene 5
25. ***How is the feast shown in the film?
26.  Why is Tybalt upset?  
27.  What does Capulet tell Tybalt?

28.  ***Why is the love song significant?

29.  ***What do Romeo and Juliet do during the love song?
30.  How does Juliet react to Romeo’s words?
31.  How does Juliet find out more about Romeo?
32.  ***What did you like best about the film’s portrayal of Act 1?  Explain why you liked these aspects.
33.  ***What did you like least about the film’s portrayal of Act 1?  Explain why you didn’t like these aspects.

